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GENERATION GAME
Based on the novel JUST 14 by Andy Dale

Written by Claire Bennett

LOGLINE
A grandfather's desperate Christmas fib turns seven-year-old Jonathan
Stadler into the only Aston Villa supporter in a Wolves-mad family -
setting him on a funny, turbulent journey through first love, bullying,
family upheaval and heartbreaking loss as Villa chase the 1981 league
title.

SYNOPSIS
Christmas Eve, 1974. Wolverhampton is in the grip of last-minute shopping madness, and
Jack Stadler has made a catastrophic grandfatherly error: he has left it far too late to buy
presents for his grandsons. After battling through the crowds, he emerges with the only two
tracksuits left in the department store - one yellow, one unmistakably purple.

On Christmas Day, ten-year-old Mark is delighted with what he sees as Wolverhampton
Wanderers gold. Seven-year-old Jonathan is devastated. Thinking fast, Jack insists Jonathan's
tracksuit is not purple at all. It is claret - the colour of the mighty Aston Villa. He tells Jonathan
about Villa's glorious history, their record seven FA Cups and their proud army of "Villans." By
the time the Christmas pudding arrives, Jonathan Stadler has a team, an identity and a
lifelong obsession.

Six years later, thirteen-year-old Jonathan is the lone Villa supporter in the Wolves-mad
Stadler household. He studies league tables like sacred texts, treasures his lucky radio and
experiences every result as a matter of personal destiny. Villa are mounting an unexpected
challenge for the First Division title, and Jonathan is certain this could be their year.

Life away from football is considerably harder. At school, Jonathan and his eccentric, loyal
gang live under the shadow of Kenny Bellington, a swaggering bully who has tormented
Jonathan since primary school. Then Grace Taylor arrives from Pittsburgh - confident, funny
and gloriously unimpressed by the strange rituals of British teenage life. Jonathan is instantly
smitten. Unfortunately, Grace initially falls for Bellington's counterfeit charm, leaving
Jonathan watching helplessly from the touchline.

At home, the Stadlers are loving, noisy and increasingly unsettled. Jonathan's mother, Betty,
begins work at a glamorous Birmingham advertising agency, where the attention of her
predatory boss, Jeremy Ryder, exposes the cracks in her marriage to Howard. Jack sees what
Howard cannot: Betty needs to feel valued, not taken for granted. His blunt advice, however,
is easier to give than to follow.
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Jonathan finds steadier guidance in Jack and in Jack's best friend, Mo Nawaz, a passionate
Villa supporter and honorary uncle to the Stadler boys. Mo is warm, witty and formidable -
especially when he catches Bellington trying to steal charity money from Jonathan. But
behind Mo's humour lies an old wound. Years earlier, racist thugs brutally attacked him
outside Villa Park, driving him away from the club he loved.

As the season gathers momentum, Jonathan's world begins to change. Grace recognises
Bellington for what he is and ends their relationship. She then takes matters into her own
hands and asks Jonathan out. Their romance is sweet, awkward and repeatedly threatened by
Jonathan's inability to discuss anything for long without returning to Aston Villa.

Mo, inspired by the courage of his quietly indomitable wife and Betty's joyful defiance of a
National Front march, decides that fear will no longer keep him from Villa Park. He returns for
a rain-soaked derby against West Bromwich Albion, taking Jonathan with him. When Villa
snatch a late winner, the two celebrate together in the Holte End. For Mo, the victory means
far more than three points: he has reclaimed a place that hatred once stole from him.

Jonathan's confidence grows. He stands up to Bellington, repairs things with Grace and finally
arranges their first proper date - a trip to see Gregory's Girl, chaperoned at a discreet
distance by Jack and Mo. The evening should be one of the happiest of Jonathan's life.

Instead, as they leave the cinema, Jack collapses.

While Jack is rushed to hospital, Betty is stranded in Birmingham after backing out of an affair
with Jeremy and discovering the cruelty beneath his charm. Howard and Mo keep vigil
through the night, but Jack dies before morning. The loss shatters the Stadlers. Jonathan has
lost the man who gave him his team, his sense of belonging and so much of the person he is
becoming.

Grief also unlocks something in him. When Bellington mocks Jack's death, Jonathan finally
punches his tormentor squarely on the nose. Bellington's policeman father arrives at the
Stadler home demanding retribution, only for Howard - bereaved, furious and newly alive to
what his family needs - to send him packing. For once, Jonathan sees his father become the
hero of the room.

At Jack's funeral, family, friends and football rivals unite beneath a sea of old-gold Wolves
scarves. Howard remembers his father as a man who always made the best of things -
including the infamous purple tracksuit that created an Aston Villa supporter by accident.
Jonathan cannot resist correcting him one last time: it was never purple.

Two weeks later, Jack's final surprise carries Jonathan and Mo to Highbury for the last day of
the season. Villa lose to Arsenal, and their title dream appears to be slipping away - until
news spreads through the crowd that rivals Ipswich Town have lost at Middlesbrough. Against
the odds, Aston Villa are champions of England.

Jonathan and Mo embrace in the delirious Clock End, looking skyward to thank the friend and
grandfather who brought them together. When they return home, the entire neighbourhood is
waiting: the Stadlers, the Nawazes, Jonathan's school friends and Grace, proudly wearing a
claret-and-blue scarf knitted by Mrs. Nawaz.

Later, in Jack's garden shed, Jonathan finds his grandfather's old engineer's pencil. He writes
"UTV," admits with a smile that the original tracksuit really was purple, and carries a little
piece of Jack home with him.
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Outside, Grace takes Jonathan's hands beneath the Stadler washing line. Above them hang
two tracksuits: Mark's old gold and Jonathan's true claret and blue.

What began as a desperate Christmas lie has become a legacy.

TONE AND APPEAL
Generation Game is a warm, funny and emotionally generous British coming-of-age drama,
rich in Black Country character and the sights, sounds and cultural detail of 1970s and
early-1980s Britain. Against Aston Villa's extraordinary 1980-81 title campaign, it explores
family, friendship, racism, first love, marriage and grief without losing its mischievous sense
of humour.

Football drives the story, but its emotional reach is universal: this is ultimately about the
people who give us our identity, the loyalties we inherit or choose, and the seemingly
insignificant moments that shape an entire life.



